
 

 
New York City Civics for All 2021 Poster Contest 

Contest Overview  
New York City students in grades K through 12 are invited to showcase their civic engagement and artistic talent by 

participating in the third annual NYCDOE Civics for All Poster Contest. This poster contest will encourage students to: 

● Learn about important issues  

● Realize why student voice matters 

● Understand why voting and active civic participation are important 

 

Winning poster submissions will be shared with the NYCDOE community through the Civics for All InfoHub. We 

encourage your school to participate in this event by creating posters during Civics Week 2021, March 8th through March 

12th. Please read the poster requirements and judging criteria carefully. Only posters that meet the poster requirements 

and judging criteria will be considered. 

 

Contest Rules and Eligibility 

● Poster design submissions must be from a current K-12 student in a New York City public school 

● The deadline for poster and consent form submission is Friday, March 19th. 

● A copy of the consent form must accompany poster submissions. 

● Posters must: 

o Have a positive visual and/or written message. 

o Illustrate one of the contest themes. 

o Use only original student artwork; copyrighted material (such as Superman or the Nike logo) may not be 

used in the posters. 

*Note that all artwork submitted becomes the property of the NYCDOE, is retained, and may be reproduced. 

 

Poster Specifications 
 

● For posters created digitally: 

− Files must be saved as a .jpg file  

− Minimum file size is 3MB 
● For posters created by hand:  

− Paper size of 11”x17” 

− Can use any medium (paint, marker, pencil, etc.) 

− High quality photo of poster must be used as submission  

 

Judging Criteria 
● The poster meets all of the poster requirements listed above. 

● The poster’s message is clearly conveyed by the text and/or artwork. 

● The poster shows creativity, originality, and artistic quality. 

● The poster can be easily read. 

● The consent form is completed and submitted with the poster.  



 

 

Judging Procedure 
● The winning posters will be selected based on the contest rules, judging criteria, and the poster scoring rubric. 

● There will be a first, second, and third place winner chosen from each grade band (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12). 

 

Awards 
● Each participant will receive a Civics for All Certificate of Participation. 

● First, second, and third place winners will receive a Civics for All Winning Poster Certificate. 

● Each winning participant will have their artwork shared through the Civics for All InfoHub. 

 

Contest Timeline and Submission Process 

 
● Step 1: Share the Civics for All Poster Contest with your school during Civics Week March 8th-12th 2021. 

o Share and discuss the contest themes and requirements with your students.  

o Explore the meaning of the themes and discuss what makes an effective and compelling poster. 

o Have students design the posters in accordance with the contest requirements and themes. 

 

● Step 2: Select which posters your school will submit. 
o The process for deciding which posters to submit from your school is up to the coordinating teacher. 

Some schools may wish to have a vote or a contest to choose the entries; others may ask the art 

teacher, principal, or a group leader to choose.  
 

● Step 3: Submit your school’s posters by Friday, March 19th via the link provided below. 

o In the Civics for All 2021 Poster Contest Submission  you will be prompted to upload a digital file (3MB or 

larger) or a photograph of the physical poster to be submitted for judging along with a consent form. 

Please note that posters uploaded without a consent form will not be eligible for judging. Submit posters 

in the Google Form here. 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-f8g1x2fDiGDzvyxRmQewM_ADhQwzhs-L3uT-novGVx-gJg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

Important Contest Dates 

 

 

Action Items Due Date  

Students design posters and submit posters Now through Friday, March 19th, 2021 

Submission deadline (entries must be 

uploaded to the Dropbox folder) 
Friday, March 19th, 2021 

School winners are notified and participation 

and winning poster certificates sent out  

 

Winning posters are announced and uploaded 

to the Civics for All InfoHub.  

June 2021 



 

New York City Civics for All Poster Contest: Themes, Background, and Ideas 
The New York City Department of Education Civics for All initiative is dedicated to giving our students the tools they 

need to be active and productive participants in our democracy. Civics for All includes: a K-12 curriculum written by New 

York City teachers; student voter registration drives; professional learning for teachers; partnerships with community 

organizations; and increased opportunities for student-to-student civic engagement, including the poster contest, in 

which students educate one another and advocate for change within their school and home communities.  

 

The 2021 Civics for All Poster Contest themes are listed below. Participants should use the theme descriptions to help 

guide their poster design. Students are encouraged to share and explore their views on the chosen theme.  

 

Civic Ideals 

“E Pluribus Unum,” is the nation’s motto, and it translates to “out of many, one.” The original phrase meant a single new 

nation was birthed from the original 13 states, however the meaning of this phrase has changed. Today, it symbolizes 

that we are a nation of immigrants and with diversity comes strength. There are many other civic ideals that are unique 

to the United States. Create a poster that highlights your interpretation of one of these ideals and what you associate it 

with. 

 

Rights & Responsibilities 

Rights are liberties we have that are protected by our laws, while responsibilities are duties or things we should do to 

uphold and preserve our democratic freedoms. Create a poster that highlights some of the rights and responsibilities 

that make our communities better and that you feel strongly about.  

 

Role of the Individual 

In today’s society, people must be knowledgeable about public issues and have the skills to work towards solutions by 

acting together. History has provided us with numerous examples of brave people working to correct injustices and steer 

this nation towards a path of reaching the ideals penned in the Constitution. Create a poster that highlights issues within 

the local or global community and possible solutions individuals could enact.  

 

Role of the Government 

What we think the government ought to do and be, its role in our lives and relationship to us, has changed throughout 

history. What is the government and what should it do, and refrain from doing? What should the scale (federal, state, 

local) of our nation’s laws be? Are the branches of government functioning as they are intended? Consider the role of 

government in our lives today.  Create a poster that illustrates the role of our government or explore the role that 

people have in interacting with their government.  

 

Power and Politics 

Some define politics quite simply as the exercise of power. This power is most notably used to influence the actions of 

others, shape political agendas and preferences, and determine “who gets what, when and how.” Create a poster that 

highlights how power and politics impact our society. 

 
Civic Participation and Action 

“Democracy is a verb” and it requires action to be preserved. It is important for members of a society to be 

knowledgeable about issues that are affecting the community and the global sphere that we live in, and to be prepared 



 

to take action to address those issues. Create a poster that advocates for civic participation, that raises awareness about 

issues in your local or broader communities, and/or that speaks to the actions that preserve and promote democracy. 

 

Striving for Justice 

On June 3, 2020 in solidarity with Black New Yorkers and Americans Chancellor Carranza wrote the following in a letter 

to the NYCDOE community, “Racism also causes new harm in other ways, every day, because it is systemic—woven 

deeply into the fabric of our institutions, our economy, and the systems that make up our shared community. That is 

true in New York City, as progressive and forward-thinking as we are, including in our public school system. 

At the DOE we have said, and we will continue to say: no more […] We must answer the call to be actively anti-racist and 

work every day to undo these systems of injustice. We will continue in our resolve to advance equity now. We will honor 

the dignity and humanity of every student, parent, educator, employee and member of our community every day.” 

Create a poster that honors and celebrates Black lives and/or calls for an active commitment to anti-racism and the work 

to undo systems of racial injustice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NYC Department of Education Consent Form 

 

Today’s Date: ______ /______ /__________  Student Birthday: _____ /_____ /___________  
Student Name: _______________________ School: _________________________________  

Circle Poster Theme: Civic Ideals Rights & Responsibilities Role of the Individual  

 Role of the Government Power and Politics Civic Participation and Action       Striving for Justice 

 

 
I hereby consent to my child’s participation in the Civics for All Poster Contest. 

 
I represent to the New York City Department of Education (the “DOE”) that the submitted artwork is original on my 
child’s part, and is no way a violation of, or an infringement upon, any copyright belonging to any third party. I agree 

that my child and I have read and will abide by the rules and regulations of the Civics for All Poster Contest.  
 
I hereby grant to the DOE the perpetual right to edit, use, reuse, reproduce, exhibit, transmit, or otherwise utilize the 

physical or electronic materials submitted by my child for any non-profit or educational purpose sponsored by the DOE, 
including use in print, on the internet, and all other forms of media; provided, however, that my child will maintain 
complete ownership and copyright in the submitted materials. In addition, I hereby grant permission to the DOE to 

disclose my child’s name and school in connection with the above. 
 
I understand that I will not be paid for the submitted artwork and also hereby release the DOE and its agents and 

employees from all claims, demands, and liabilities whatsoever in connection with the above.  
 
This form must be signed and accompany student’s design submission, which must be received by the DOE no later than 

Friday, March 19th, 2021. Submissions without this form will not qualify for the contest.  
 
 

____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Signature of Student (if student is 18 years of age or older) Student Name (Printed)  

 

 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 

Signature of Teacher Teacher Name (Printed) 
 

Email of Submitting Teacher: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address of Parent/Guardian:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Email of Parent/Guardian: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian (if student is under the age of 18) Parent/Guardian Name (Printed) 

 

 

This signed form must accompany student’s design submission or the student will not qualify for the contest. 



 

Poster Contest Rubric 

 

Criteria  4 3 2 1 
Illustrates 
Theme 
 
Civic Ideals 
Rights and 
Responsibilities 
Role of the Individual 
Role of the 
Government 
Power and Politics 
Civic Participation 

All graphics and 
words are related to 
the chosen civic 
theme and 
communicate the 
message clearly. 

All graphics and 
words are related to 
the chosen civic 
theme and most 
communicate the 
message clearly. 

Some of the graphics 
and words are 
related to the 
chosen civic theme 
and the messages 
are somewhat clear. 

Graphics and words 
are not related to 
the chosen civic 
theme and do not 
communicate a clear 
message. 

Educates 
Audience 

The images and text 
highlight community 
/ school issues in an 
impactful manner. 

The images and text 
mostly highlight 
community / school 
issues.  

The images and text 
somewhat highlight 
community / school 
issues.  

The images and text 
do not highlight 
community / school 
issues.  

Content and 
Creativity 

The design and 
message of the 
whole poster are 
aligned and 
expressed 

authentically.  

The design and 
message of the 
whole poster are 
mostly aligned and 
expressed 

authentically.  

The design and 
message of some 
elements of the 
poster are aligned 
and expressed 
authentically. 

The design and 
message of no 
elements of the 
poster are aligned 
and expressed 
authentically.  

Mechanics Student’s writing on 
the poster has no 
errors in spelling, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, or 
usage, unless they 
are deliberately 
used to enhance the 
meaning.  

Student’s writing on 
the poster has minor 
errors in spelling, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, or 
usage that detract 

from meaning.  

Student’s writing on 
the poster has 
numerous errors in 
spelling, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, or 
usage that detract 

from meaning.  

Student’s writing on 
the poster is fraught 
with errors in 
spelling, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, or 
usage that detract 
from meaning. 

Total Points                /16 


